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Inthe Schools is aweekly roundup of what's happening at
schaoals in Miagara Falls and Fort Erie.
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BUTT OUT Serena Siciliane and Samantha Fiercy, Grade 5 students at

Walley Mgy Public School, display some of the bracelets they m

Mention cigarettes to Serena Siciliano and Samantha Piercy | helped to design to encourage young people notto take up
and hoth girls instantly make a face. smaking. COMMISSO S
"They cause lung cancer,” 10-year-old Serena said with - —
disgust. o

" .andwrinkles, and turn your teeth and nails yellow" .Cﬂnﬂdﬂ S Unllne
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While the two anti-smaking crusaders realize they can da
little t0 get smokers to quit, they are trving their best to
encauradge young people to never starm.

The girlz, together with classmates inthe Grade 475
class atWalley wWay Public Schaal, recently designed
custom-made bracelets that features the name of a

website where peaple can pledge to live smoke free.

The wehsite, www pledgebank comismaoke-free, allows
Uzers to 'sign' a petition and promise notto smoke.

"Or goal is to have as many Miagara kids as we can

sign our online pledge," said teacher Kerrie Taylar. 5917 IlainSth.—igan Falls

The students have shared their mission with friends and family, and Samantha recently delivered a presentation at
thie Bays and Girls Club of Miagara.

Seeing Design

The young advocates have shared the dangers of smoking, bath on your health and your wallet. 2
Everywhere?

"fou'll be broke because you'll spend all your money,” Serena said.
"If wou quit smaking, wou'll probably have enough maoney to buy 3 new TV within a month.”

The kids also sent hracelets to F.J. Rutland Elementary Schaoal, which paticipates in a pen pal project with the Valley
Way school.

The class plans to distribute the red hracelets throughout the city in an effort to spread the message that smaking
kills.

The class was ahle to bring their project to fruition after Taylor applied for a Miagara Region Tobacco Awareness
Grant.

The region's public health department awards grants to local schools in support of student-led tobacco prevention
and awareness campaigns.

Grant funding is meantto prevent and reduce smaoking amang yvouth by directly engaging them as key padicipants in
their chosen initiatives.




"This is a great way to get kids involved in an issue that is very important to them," Taylor added.

Aryone interested in a set of bracelets for a classroom, or anyone who supports the kids' mission, can call Taylor at
thie schoal at 905-356-6611. The anline pledae will remain open until April 30

According to the Health Story of Miagara, 30% of adults in Miagara use tohacco products.

Smoking and other forms of tohacco use remain the largest cause of preventable death and disease in Ontario. It
kills 13,000 Ontarians each year.

WESTLAME ROBOTICE SCORES SECOMND GOLD
Today Toronto, tomorrow the worldl

Spantonics Team 1803 from Westlane Secondary Schoal will ke heading tao 5t Louis at the end ofthe manth to
compete against 400 other teams in & world robotics championships.

In March, the 32-member team took the gold medal at a regional competition in Pittsburgh. Earlier this month, it
competed against 36 teams from across Narth America at 3 Taronto competition and earned a secand gald medal.

"The exciternent level is just amazing,” Ted Clark, Westlane teacher and team leader, said of the competitions.

The pragram is called FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology Robotics and
campetitions are held around the world over a five-week pariod.

Each year students are presented a different game scenario and each team has sixweeks to design and build a
rokiot from scratch.

"I have had a lot of fun and it has been a great learning experience " said Melissa Middlestadt, a 17-year-old Grade
12 student at the Pitton Bd. high school,

"Ourteam is split up into different divisions and everyone has a different role based an what they like. BEveryane has
contributed to the robot in some way"

Tao check outWestlane's robot in actian, visitwww spartonics org.
WHO S MNOBODY?
Turning a Hobody into a somehody resulted in Reptile Kingdom paying a visitto the Greendale Gators.,

Recently, students in katie Lagerwerts Grade 4 class at Greendale Public Schaal launched aWhao is Bobody
project,

The unigue program is designed to fuel 3 student's passion to help others and to support positive character traits.
The classroom receive a hiue "Maobady” dall. The dall has no gender, age, ethnicity ar values.
The goal is to turn Mobaody into a somebody by giving it positive life experiences.

Each student took Mohody home for a wweek and they had decide on a living thing - such as a person or animal - that
thiey want to help change aor make a positive influence an.

Students then organized a sacial justice project in support of their Maohody.

"Thiz program has helped these nine and ten year olds hecome global citizens,” Lagerwerf said.

Their attitudes, she said, shifted fram ‘How can | make my life hetter', to 'How can | make the lives of others better?'
Jamie Huggins, for example, focussed her Mobody an animal wealfare.

She setup a tahle in the school hallway and sold necklaces as well as ballots for students to guess how much
candy was in a jar.

She alsa invited Tharold's Reptile Kingdom to do a presentation for the schaoal and students danated $1 to getup
rlose and personal with snakes and lizards as well as scorpions and tarantulas.

Alltald, Jarmie raised over $600 in support of Reptile Kingdaom.
Lagerwerfis proud of her students' accomplishments.

"They have hecome change agents, and | arm hopeful that the differences they have made and have observed, will
ripple aut and that they will hold on ta the lessans they have learned this year throuagh this program, even if it means
forgetting some ofthe math 1taught” she joked.

FASHION SHOW AT MYER

AR Wyer Secandary Schoal will hald & fashion show Thursday at 7 pomein the schaoal oyim.

Take Our Online
Graphic Design
Program & Start
Making It, Too.

Free Course Kit »»

DArTTinstitute. com/Graphic-




DAY OF PIMK

The Elementary Teachers' Federation of Ontario is challenging educators to do everthing they can to make schools
safe for all students.

The call comes as schaals, communities, and warkplaces around the warld mark the International Day against
Bullyving, Discrimination and Homophobia - or Day of Fink - onWednesday.

"We know that embracing diversity and respect for others are learned behaviours," said ETFC President Sam
Hammond.

"That means that educators at both elementary and secondary levels have a tremendous opporunity to create a
climate where bullying, discrimination and homophobia are not tolerated ”

The first Day of Pinkwas held in Mova Scotia in 2007 after two students heard about a male student who was hullied
farwearing a pink shirt.

They encouraged fellow students to wear pink ta take a stand against hullying.
MIAGARA MOT AFFECTED BY LIS, BUS RECAL
Avrecall of 3900 schoal buses does not affect buses that transpaort Niagara children to and from schoal,

Earlier this maonth, the Blue Bird CGarporation inthe LS. recalled its 2004-6 Wision madel due to possible fire
concerns.

Miagara Student Transporation Services, which is used by both the District School Board of Miagara and the
Miagara Cathalic District School Board to transport 32,000 students per year, does not use that style of vehicle.
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