NORTHUMBERLAND x

TODAY

HOME > NORTHUMBERLAND TODAY = LOCAL NEWS

Friday, March 02, 2007

side

orthumberland

+ Troy Davey Trial
ocal News

+ WOMEN 1M
BUSINESS

+ Election

» Spors

+ Editorial

» Classifieds

+ Entertainment

+* Events

+Lotto

» Community News

= Ottawa Column
*Queen's Park
Column
= Contact Us
+ General
+ Advertising
+ Circulation
+ Newsroom
+ 5o Magazine

* Mothumberland
Homes

* Mothumberland
Wheel Power

* Morthumberland
Relocation Guide

( Communities
*The Apple Route
= Brightaon
+ Cobourg
» Colborne
» Cramahe
- Grafton

*Fort Hope
+ Rice Lake

= 3 C in

» Cobourg Public
Library

+ Community
Ermployrnent
Resource Centre

+ Comrnunity
Information
Centres

+ Morthumberland
United |

+» Morthumberland
Hills Hospital

Arts &

Entertainment
Liruk.E:
+The Capitol
Theatre
+ Cobourg Victoria
Hall Concert Hall

E||

*Port Hope &
District Chamber
of Commerce

*Fort Hope
Economic
Development

+ Brighton & District
Chamber of
Commerce

+ Cobourg
Chamber of
Commerce

Making a wish come true

Karen Lloyd
Local Mews - Thursday, February 22, 2007 Updated @ 9:09:25 AM

From Morth Hope Central School to the
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario: Happy
Birthday, Shane.

Atthe age of four, Shane Bernier was
diagnosed as having Acute Lymphoblastic
Leukemia.

While the Lancaster, Ontario, boy did go into
remission, he suffered a relapse in July
2006. On May 30, he'll turn eight years old.

Currently undergoing a course of
chemaotherapy at CHEO until the end of June
2007, Shane has one wish, and thatis to
make it into The Guinness Book of Warld
Records for having received the most
hirthday cards.

When Kent Birks of Port Hope caught wind of
this, he felt compelled to help.

Morth Hope Public School student
Joshua Vinge, 8, 1eft, sits with Kent
Birks, 8, in the school library
yesterday. Kent, wha is holding
Mobody the Rotary doll, has
organized a birthday card drive for an
eight-year-old Quebec boy with
leukemia, who wants to getin the
Guinness Book of World Records for
having received the most bithday
cards.

“| really wanted to help him get his wish,” the
eight-year-old explained.

Through his schaal's unique character
development program, Who |s Nobody, Kent
has been able to do just that.

The program, sponsored by the Rotary Club
of Canada, encourages children to work on
initiatives that show service before self.

They use their talents to do something for a
living thing - person/pecple, animal or
environment - and then write, draw or tell about it.
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When they're project has been completed, they pin a memento of what they've done
on a doll who symbolizes nobody.

The school's Grade 3 teacher, Julie Gilbert, who enabled to project to happen,
explained the doll, is essentially 3 nobody.

"It has no gender, no character, and through this project, the students are building
character” she said.

“They're helping nobody, become a somebody.”

Other students in her class organized a Christrnas gift drive for children in need, they
raised awareness about AIDS in Africa, and helped to collect food for the local food
bank.

Kent wants to make a wish come true for a young man his own age.

“The Who Is Nobody program in itselfis pretty amazing,” said Ms. Gilbert . "But then
seeing the impact it's having on the kids in my classroom is nothing short of a
miracle.”

The program has not only taught Kent how to organize and launch such an initiative,
butit's also given him a sense of pride knowing that his actions he can, in fact, make
a difference in somebody's life.

"l learned that something as simple as a birthday card can make someone really
happy,” he said. "After his hirthday, I'm going to check in The Guinness Book of World
Records to see if he made itin”

Shane is currently receiving up to 1,000 cards a day from individuals all over the
waorld. In arder for his wish to come true, he needs about one million bithday cards.

By hanaging posters throughout his school as well as at various local stores, along
with small business cards with Shane's address, Kentis determined to help Shane
reach his goal.

Every student who makes a bithday card for Shane will receive two ribbons - one
that says, "Happy Birthday,” and an orange one that Kent explains is the colour of
leukemia.
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