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Steve MacLean student helps turn Nobody doll into
a somebody
‘Who is Nobody' project supports Carlington school
NEWS  Dec 19, 2016  by Erin McCracken   



Finn Uchman knows what it takes to become a somebody.

The eight-year-old was chomping at the bit for his turn to take home the ‘nobody doll’ for an assignment on
giving back.

“Every Grade 3 class Miss Brouse does a Nobody Project to spread kindness,” said Finn, who is in Tracy
Brouse’s class at Steve MacLean Public School in Riverside South. “You try to spread kindness to other
people. You have to accomplish something, like donating clothes, donating food to the food bank.”

'Nobody' is a denim cloth doll that has no face, but as the students take turns bringing it home and
spearheading a kindness project, they each add a memento to the doll.

By the time the week-long projects wrap up in June, the doll will look like and become a somebody.

At this point in the process, Nobody has been outfitted with a T-shirt, and Finn recently added blue mittens to
represent the clothing drive he launched in support of students at W.E. Gowling Public School in Carlington,
where Finn’s mom, Tatum Uchman, teaches Grade 2.

“That represents your project perfectly,” Brouse said.

“Nobody comes as this blank denim doll and it doesn’t have a gender, no ability, no skills, no ethnicity, no
culture – that’s the whole idea,” she said. “No interests, no character. And so it’s a character education
project.”

In addition to building character, the project requires students to do research, write a report and present their
findings to their classmates.

“The main idea is to teach Nobody to be a somebody through these acts of kindness,” said Brouse, a
Barrhaven resident who was first introduced to the Who is Nobody? project six years ago and tried it out at
Queen Elizabeth Public School in Ottawa’s east end.
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Her students over the years have spearheaded a variety of campaigns, including cleanups, recycling and
collection drives for the food bank and the humane society.

Finn got the idea to help the west-end school after he overheard his mom telling his dad about the need at her
W.E. Gowling school.

“Our principal put out an S.O.S. that we were missing certain sizes of stuff,” Uchman said, especially for
students in junior kindergarten to Grade 2. Many are new Canadians and refugees who are still settling into
their new lives in Ottawa.

“That’s kind of when the light bulb went off and he thought, ‘I could do that for our Nobody project,’” Uchman
recalled.

At first she wasn’t sure the project would work, but then Finn wrote a post on the Riverside South Community
Association’s Facebook page on Dec. 6. The response to his request for clothing donations was overwhelming,
attracting 76 likes and 42 comments, many of them from Riverside South residents wanting to help.

“This community is amazing,” Uchman said, adding that many donors actually went out and purchased brand
new clothing for the project.

One woman spent $200 on new winter boots, and a friend purchased a pile of new mitts, scarves and winter
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Steve Maclean Public School student Finn Uchman, 8, officially presents the items generated through his clothing drive to Kim
MacDonald, principal at W.E. Gowling Public School in the west end on Dec. 15. - Tatum Uchman/Submitted
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hats.

“We’re talking Columbia snowsuits with tags, North Face snowsuits with tags, and runners,” Uchman said of
the donations, which also included a large pile of socks.

“A lot of our students unfortunately come daily without socks on,” she said, adding that she regularly hands out
warm winter clothing, such as toques, to students who don’t come to school wearing proper outdoor clothing
despite the frigid temperatures. “New is huge.”

Finn and his mom went together to W.E. Gowling on Dec. 16 to officially present the vast array of new and
gently used donated items to principal Kim MacDonald. The items have since been sorted and added to the
school’s donation room, where students can pick out items they need.

“I felt really generous,” Finn said. “There are kids in the world that don’t have much clothes.”

 

 



by Erin McCracken
Erin McCracken is a
reporter/photographer with
Metroland Media’s Ottawa
South News. She can be
reached at
er in .mccracken@metroland.com
Follow her on Twi t ter
and Facebook .

Email:

erin.mccracken@metroland.com

Facebook  Twitter

Tags:  Community, News

 View/Add Comments 

Like our stories? Sign up for our newsletter!  SIGN UP

  MORE STORIES LATEST NEWS

NEWS  Dec 29, 2017

Female senior drugged by
chocolate in south Ottawa
robbery

NEWS  Dec 29, 2017

Cold helping crews thicken
skateway ice

NEWS  Dec 29, 2017

Ambulance crashes into horse
in rural south Ottawa

NEWS  Dec 29, 2017

Kanata piano student to perform
at Carnegie Hall

  MORE  NEWS IN YOUR COMMUNITY

NEWS  Dec 22, 2017

Special honour requested for
Stittsville skaters
A request to name Ice Pad A at the
Goulbourn Recreation Complex after
two Special Olympic figure skating
World Champions...

COMMUNITY  Dec 20, 2017

Sticky toffee and apple
pudding a sweet treat
What could be better than ooey-gooey
toffee sauce poured over cake?
Grated apple makes these sticky
toffee puddings...

  MORE EVENTS

DECEMBER

30
SATURDAY

DECEMBER

30
SATURDAY

DECEMBER

30
SATURDAY

DECEMBER

30
SATURDAY

DECEMBER

30
SATURDAY

DECEMBER

30
SATURDAY

DECEMBER

30
SATURDAY

DECEMBER

31
SUNDAY

 EVENTS IN THE AREA

ONTARIO  Dec 12,

2017

PTSD
presumption
and Ontario
first
responders:
an explainer
Everything you
need to know
about the
Supporting
Ontario's First
Responders Act.

Like our stories? Sign up for our newsletter!  SIGN UP

SUBMIT

REGISTER |  LOGIN
TO POST A COMMENT PLEASE REGISTER OR LOGIN

  MORE NEWS MORE NEWS

 

https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/ottawaregion-author/Erin-McCracken/20239dc7-3bb6-4e06-aa13-91b81c432d52/
mailto:erin.mccracken@metroland.com%3Cmailto:erin.mccracken@metroland.com%3E
https://twitter.com/erin_mccracken
https://www.facebook.com/ottawacommunitynews
mailto:erin.mccracken@metroland.com
https://www.facebook.com/ottawacommunitynews
https://twitter.com/erin_mccracken
mailto:?subject=A%20friend%20has%20shared%20%22Steve%20MacLean%20student%20helps%20turn%20Nobody%20doll%20into%20a%20somebody%22%20from%20OttawaCommunityNews.com&body=I%20am%20sharing%20this%20story%20from%20OttawaCommunityNews.com:%20%0D%0A%22Steve%20MacLean%20student%20helps%20turn%20Nobody%20doll%20into%20a%20somebody%22%0D%0A%0D%0APlease%20visit%20the%20following%20page%20for%20more%20information:%20%0D%0Ahttps://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-story/7027528-steve-maclean-student-helps-turn-nobody-doll-into-a-somebody/?s=e%0D%0A%0D%0A**%20Disclaimer%20**%0D%0A%0D%0AMetroland%20Media%20Group%20Ltd.%20and%20its%20affiliated%20sites%20are%20not%20responsible%20for%20the%20content%20of%20this%20e-mail.%20Please%20note%20that%20neither%20the%20e-mail%20address%20nor%20name%20of%20the%20sender%20has%20been%20verified.
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/ottawaregion-community/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/ottawaregion-news/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/user/register/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/user/login/?returnurl=/news-story/7027528-steve-maclean-student-helps-turn-nobody-doll-into-a-somebody/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-static/4205785-newsletter-sign-up-ottawacommunitynews/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/ottawaregion-news/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-story/8029038-female-senior-drugged-by-chocolate-in-south-ottawa-robbery/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-story/8028701-cold-helping-crews-thicken-skateway-ice/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-story/8025241-ambulance-crashes-into-horse-in-rural-south-ottawa/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-story/8028483-kanata-piano-student-to-perform-at-carnegie-hall/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/ottawaregion-community/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-story/8021670-special-honour-requested-for-stittsville-skaters/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/community-story/8017085-sticky-toffee-and-apple-pudding-a-sweet-treat/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/ottawaregion-events/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/events/7409251-522904-j-a-lamont-glacial-flows-notes/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/events/7408852-522675-doris-lamontagne-water-is-us/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/events/7770381-608454-walk-the-lalpacas/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/events/7770675-608599-understand-the-rules-of-the-money-g/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/events/7928217-615449-decoding-e-money-a-new-exhibition/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/events/7770518-608489-get-fit-with-mrs-canada/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/events/7913707-612959-satsang-sabha-bal-balika-sabha/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/events/7976459-621904-solo-exhibition-at-trinity-gallery-/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/ottawaregion-news/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-story/7988194-ptsd-presumption-and-ontario-first-responders-an-explainer/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-static/4205785-newsletter-sign-up-ottawacommunitynews/


OTTAWA COMMUNITY
NEWS

About Us
Feedback
Accessible Customer Service Policy
Advertise With Us
Commenting Guidelines
Commitment to Accessibility
Contact Us
Corporate Sales
Newsletter Signup
Print Editions
RSS
Sitemap
Staff Directory
Work for Us
Buy a Photo

LOCAL INFO

AutoCatch.com
GottaRent.com
Homefinder.ca
LifeNews.ca
LocalWork.ca
Save.ca
TravelAlerts.ca
Wheels.ca
YourClassifieds.ca

NEARBY COMMUNITY
SITES

DurhamRegion.com
InsideOttawaValley.com
InsideToronto.com
MuskokaRegion.com
MyKawartha.com
NorthBayNipissing.com
ParrySound.com

POPULAR NEWS
SITES

BramptonGuardian.com
CambridgeTimes.ca
GuelphMercuryTribune.com
Mississauga.com
NiagaraThisWeek.com
Simcoe.com
TheRecord.com
TheSpec.com
YorkRegion.com

RESOURCES & AFFILIATES

Goldbook
Insurance Hotline
Lease Busters
Metroland Media
Metro News
Metroland Store
Toronto.com
Toronto Star
Tradyo.com
Workopolis

Metroland News  |  Advertising Terms  |  Terms of use  |  Corporate Privacy Policy

© Copyright 2017 Metroland Media Group Ltd. All Rights Reserved



 

https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/community-static/3874549-metroland-eastern-ontario-media-group-about-us/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/pages/feedback/
http://media.metroland.com/pdf/Metroland-Accessible-Customer-Service-Policy-Procedure.pdf
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-static/3870415-metroland-eastern-ontario-media-group-advertise-with-us/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/community-static/4805458-metroland-media-group-commenting-guidelines/
http://media.metroland.com/pdf/StatementofCommitment.pdf
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/community-static/3411893-ottawa-community-news-contact-us/
http://www.metroland.com/national?id=Advertise
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-static/4205785-newsletter-sign-up-ottawacommunitynews/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-static/3861831-metroland-eastern-ontario-media-group-print-editions/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/news-static/7346211-ottawa-community-news-rss/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/community-static/3859871-ottawacommunitynews-site-map/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/community-static/5155383-eastern-ontario-staff-directory/
http://www.metroland.com/working-at-metroland/
https://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/photos/ottawa-community-news
http://autocatch.com
http://www.gottarent.com/
http://www.homefinder.ca
http://www.lifenews.ca/
http://www.localwork.ca
https://www.save.ca
http://www.travelalerts.ca
http://www.wheels.ca
http://yourclassifieds.ca
http://www.durhamregion.com/
http://www.insideottawavalley.com
http://www.insidetoronto.com/
http://www.muskokaregion.com/
http://www.mykawartha.com/
http://www.northbaynipissing.com/
http://www.parrysound.com/
http://www.bramptonguardian.com/
https://www.cambridgetimes.ca/
https://www.guelphmercury.com/
http://www.mississauga.com/
http://www.niagarathisweek.com/
http://www.simcoe.com/
http://www.therecord.com/
http://www.thespec.com/
http://www.yorkregion.com/
http://www.goldbook.ca
https://www.insurancehotline.com/
http://leasebusters.com/en/default.asp
http://www.metroland.com
http://www.metronews.ca/toronto.html
http://www.metrolandstore.com/
http://www.toronto.com/
https://www.thestar.com/
https://www.tradyo.com/
http://www.workopolis.com/shared
https://www.facebook.com/ottawacommunitynews?s=navbar
https://twitter.com/OTcommunitynews?s=navbar
http://www.metroland.com
http://www.metroland.com/newspapers?id=about
http://www.metroland.com/advertising-terms-and-conditions
http://www.metroland.com/terms-of-use
http://www.metroland.com/privacy-policy

