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Youngsters from the Michelle Heights Community House removed the ice from a community _ommxm:om__ court so people in the
neighbourhood can play, just one of the tasks they have taken on over March break to spruce up their community and give it an image boost.

Children tackle co

Michelle Heights youngsters do their part
to give neighbourhood facelift

BY LOUISE UMUTONI

As they devour their meal at the
Michelle Heights Community
House, the little girls squabble
about their favourite characters
from a popular TV show.

“I like Fatim,” one girl says be-
tween bites. “I like Teddy,” says an-
other.

No one would guess that this is
their first and probably their only
real meal for the day. The girls
come from various places in
Africa. Only minutes earlier, they
had joined with other children to
scrape ice off their basketball
court, in just one of their attempts
to give their neighbourhood a
facelift.

°

Many people associate Michelle
Heights, south of Carling Avenue
in the Britannia area, with crime

and violence. But rather than’

crawl under their beds to hide
from all this, little Jazmine Ismail
and her friends have chosen in-
stead to change their community’s
image. :

“We want our neighbourhood to
look really pretty and we are re-
moving ice on the courts because
the boys want to play basketball.
We all love basketball,” Jazmine
said, flashing a toothy grin.

mmunity image

Removing ice is not all they’re
doing. The children are also clear-
ing garbage and putting up bird
feeders.

“The kids decided there were
some things they wanted to
change about their neighborhood,”
said Bill Robinson, a volunteer at
the community house. “We helped
them do this by organizing this and
bringing in students from Bell
High School and Mackenzie High
(in Deep River) to help out.”

- See CHANGE on PAGE C4
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Ministers having
difficulty saying the
magic word - ‘yes’.

RANDALL DENLEY
COMMENTARY

he long wait for federal

and provincial political

approval of Ottawa’s
transit expansion is starting
to get a bit silly. The key min-
isters at both levels are not
against the plan, but they
can’t quite bring themselves
to say the word “yes.”

The city got a little flurry
of media coverage this week
when it formally released its
request for money, but the
real negotiations have been
going on for months behind
closed doors. Given the high.
level of awareness of this
plan, the latest public com-
ments from federal Trans-
port Minister John Baird and
provincial Municipal Affairs
Minister Jim Watson were
discouragingly familiar.

Baird repromised the $200
million federal ministers
have been promising since
the time of the previous Lib-
eral government. The
cheque must be getting worn
out with handling by now.

It’s “not a question of
whether or not we will sup-
port the plan, it’s how much,”
Baird said. That puts the
question succinctly, but it
doesn’t provide the answer.
The $200 million the federal
government is offering as a

one-third share of a rail pro-
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