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School spirit and developing identity
. part of learning process at Pringle Creek

JENNY YUEN
Sun Media

WHITBY — Academics may
come first at Pringle Creck,
but school spirit comes a close
second.

Aside from your typi-
cal extra-curricular activi-

s, principal Sue Lunn sald
the focus at the school Is to
develop the whole child using
four key factors: literacy,
numeracy, safe school and
student success.

One cool character-build-
m% Inliative among the Grade
3 clwsses is "Who is Nobody” a
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stuffied doll who doesn’t have
an {dentity at first, but it's up
1o the students to make him
a “somebody” through good
deeds. After each initiative,
the kids put a souvenir on the
doll to give him an identity.

Received a war pin

To date, *Nobody” has
helped with Unicef donations
and received a war pin after
one stdent wrote lemers (o a
Canadian veteran.

*It helps with-academ-
ics, the kids are writing about
(what they did) in a serapbook
afterwards.” Lunn explained.
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“They're talking to people,
making contact with com-
mumnities. It's a relationship-
building initiative, There's
the literacy that ties imto it
the numeracy when they’re
countingihe money and it tes
into our character education”

Keegan MoGonigal, 8, ks one
of the Grade 3 students who is
working on making “Nobody™
a real person. He's collecting
cell phones because they con-
tain the coltan mineral, which
miners are looking for in the
Congo. As a result, gorillas
are beirg poached to jeed the
miners. I's McGonigal's hope
tostop the killings.

“We can ust that mineral
over again in a different cell
phone and it'd save the hab-
itat and gorillas,” he said.
“We're doing this to belp our-
Lalves”

The school. which has 525
students from JK to Grade 8,
is among the top schools in
Dusham region, sccording to
the Fraser Institute study.

Top marks

Fringle Creck also earned
top marks in the mosi
recent Education Qualiry
and Accountability Office
tests, Its Grade 3 and 6 stu-
dents were well above the
provincial standard in read-
ing. writing and math.
Parent volunteers also come
into the school to help with
remedial reading and writ-
ing under teacher super-
vision. Through the Parent
Dutreach Grant, the school
invested 1,000 to develop
library resources for par-
ents to read up on how they
can better help students.
“We have a resource room
here, and every year, we put a
lot of money into the resource
room based on what teach-
ers think will help,” Lunn said.
“We're lucky that our scores
are high and we have a lot of
initiotives in place to support
that. We really focos on the
whale child”

In one Grade 2 class, there is
an ongoing Surviver theme o
engage the students, Teacher

Sheila lakowee raises a tikl
torch and signals the students
togo 1o “tribal council,” a cor-
ner area of the classroom thad
could double for a Polynesian
hut ai first glance. One stu-
dent hugs a stuffed monkey as
lakowec asks the class gues-

‘Nobody’ hecomes somebody
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8, at Pringle Creek Public School in Whitby with one of their
Hnbdrdnlsﬂ‘ll‘lkllsmﬂlﬂ somebody " with good deeds.

tions aboul a starybook.

"It promotes coopera-
won,” Jakowee said. “It makes
it more fun and makes them
more o

Lunn emphasized thar
she wants 1o make Pringle
Creek Inclusive (o everyone.

“If you're not 8 Sports (erson,
we have music,” she said, “If
that's not your cup of tea, we
have different kinds of clubs.
Students can shine in all
areas.” :
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